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The Flking 7imeés
Completes Its

First Year

Twelve Issues
Published

“My Ghod, Why Am | Doing
This?”
by Rick Welss

This issue marks the “first” annlver-
sary of 77e Fiking Times. A year
ago, | don't think | would have
believed what has happsned and
what 777 has become. Success
like this may klit me yel  What
starled as a 2- or 3-pagse naws shest
to accompany the LAFA Fllk flyer
each month has grown {o become
this monster tail that now wags the
dog. Eight pages nearly every
month since Issue #4! What was
supposed to be a little extra supple-
ment to the LAFA Flyer has reversed
roles and now the LAFA Flyer seems
like the extra page to 777.

Despite all the work putting 777 out
has become, it's also been a lot of
fun and can get we Interesting -
especlally considering the events in
Filkdom this last year. (Old Chinese
Curse was right - I'd rather not live
in such Interesting imes.) And the
work actually keeps gefting a bit
easler. Practice and experience with
the desktop publisher has greatly
reduced the hours needed to layout
and print an Issue. lssue #4 took a
full week of svening and weekend
work to publish - | did issue #10 In
one Saturday. The hardest part
remains typing In and/or writing
articles. It's so nice to get things on
disk or through the DAG BBS.

if anyone should ask me what do |
think is the greatest accomplishment
of 7F7 this last year, my reply would
be the Fliker's Rights & Responsiblil-
ties document. | know not everyone
See First on Page 6.

Firebird Moves To Oregon

Andrea Mitchell, Teri Lee Relocate to Portland
by Rlck Welss

Effecttve January 1, 1990, Firebird
Arts & Muslc, Inc. has relocated to
Portiand, Oregon. Firebird principals
Andrea Mitchell and Teri Lee and
their households have moved also.
The first news of this to reach
California fllkdom (at least, everyone
we know) came with the mailing on
December 30 of the January 1990
issue of A Afe/e O Na Aok, the filk
newsiatier published by Debra San-
ders in Honolulu, Hawail. Debra
carried a lead story relating the
change of address. Enclosed with
the Issue was a printed post card
with the same Information. The
article In Aa Afe/e  also says that,
“Portiand fans have been eagerly
awaiting this move for several
months now.” Local residents in the
San Francisco Bay Area reponrt that
the homes of Andrea Mitchell and
Terl Lee and the office space pre-
viousty rented by Fireblrd appear
vacant, but that mail is still being
dellvered to these locations.

Firebird's new address Is: P.O. Box
14785, Portland, Oregon, 97214-
9998. Telephone 800/752-0494.

Trek Tape

Planned

Producers Looking
For New Songs

Tera Mitchel and DAG Productions
are “In Search Of" new material for
a project called *“The Adventure
Continues...”. The subject Is our
favorite old-TV/movie/new-TV
series. f you have any suitable
material, send it to DAG Produc-
tions. See the Resources column on
Page 6 for address.

The Fiking Tires  attempted to
contact Firebird for further comment.
We found that the California tele-
phone had already been disconnsc-
ted, with a referral to the new 800
number. On Friday, January 5, there
was no answer on the 800 line.
Another call on Saturday was taken
by Firebird’s answering machine. A
return call was rsceived on Monday,
January 8, from Teri Lee. She
reports that they have indeed moved
the entire Fireblrd crew, except for
Vic Taylor, the pressman, who
stayed In Callfornia for personal
reasons (she didn’t want to relo-
cate). Cecilia Eng and the rest of
the Portland filk community have
made them feel welcome. Office.
See Firebird on Page 4.

Charter Bus Trip
To Consonance
Planned

Mini-FilkCon on -5
The Driver Has Earpiugs?
by Mike Liebmann and Rick Weiss

Windbourne I8 hiring a 40-pas-
senger bus to go to Consonance.
They will carry only 20 people,
leaving lots of room for instruments
and luggage. The bus will leave
from San Diego on Thursday,
March 1. Nine spots are still opsen.
Tickets are $100 round-trip. (Less
than air fare!) The catch - only ONE
exira stop Is allowed for the LA/
Orange County area, so everyone
from LA/Orange will have to select
and meet at a pick-up location. Call
Rilla Heslin at 619/469-4874 for
more info. Best chance of reaching
her Is 5-7 PM weskdays or week-
ends in the earty afternoon .
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Upcoming Filksings

Los Angeles Area:

Jan. 20: Lee & Barry Gold, hosts
Los Anglsles, CA

Rick Weliss & Deborah
Leonard, hosts

Garden Grove, CA

For Info/malling list, contact Rick
Welss, 714/530-3546.

San_Dlego Area: Second Saturday
each month, 7 PM at Windbourne’s
studlo: 1039 7th Ave., S.D. Call Rilla
Heslin 6819/469-4874 or Karen
Rogers at 619/265-0068 for more
info.

Feb. 24:

The San Dlego fllksing planned for
the US Navy Is in limbo at this time -
see article on Page 3. Call Mike
Lelbmann at 818/362-1322 for
updates on this.

SF_Bay Area: For Info/malling list,
contact Bob Kanefsky, 415/324-
2001, Kathy Mar, 415/481-5736, or
Colleen Savitzky, 408/294-6492.

The Fliking Times
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Upcoming Conventions

Con2blle, the British FllkCon,
February 2-4, 1980. Philip Allcock,
Chair. 93A Park Road, Peter-
borough, PE2 1TR, ENGLAND.
Membership: aftending /15 at the
door, £5 Supporting. Last year, Con-
tablle was able to accept the equiva-
lent in US Dollars. The announcs-
ment for Con2blle does not specify
this, but | hope It is still the case.
British GoH-FoN (Fiiker of Nots):
Mike Whitaker. American FON: To Be
Announced. (Glve generously to the
Flying Flik Fund so he/she can
actually get there!) Hotel: The Great
Northern Hotel, Peterborough. Rate:
£22 per person per night. Make your
booking through the ConCom by
January 7, with a /10 deposit per
person payable to Con2bile.

To have your (or any other) fitksing
listed In this column, call or write
Rick Welss (see abovs).

Rick Welss, Auo/sier

Ths Filkmng Trmes s a fanzine for the
general filking community and will publish
articles. commentaries, reviews, ed-
tonals, and letters on topics of interest to
filkkdom. Contents copyright 18390 Rick
Weiss and Deborah Leorard. All rights
reserved. All materials bearing notice of
prior copyright are reprinted hers by
permission of the authors. All works not
originally copyrighted are to revert all
rights to the authors upon publication
Permission to reprint n other fanzines
granted provided proper credrt (author,
The Fulbzg Ty, 1ssue number} is given

All tems sent to us will be considered
open for publication uniess specifically
requested oOtherwise. We reserve the
right to refuse and/or to edit any item
sant. All submissions must include your
correct name and address - pen hnames
may be used for publication.

ABTICLES. REVIEWS. COMMENIS.
LETTERS: We are looking for items on
topics of general interest to filkers, be it
iocal news, filk reviews, tips on songwrit-
ing. Convention reports, filkk history, local
filk customs, comments on previous artr
cles, or whatever slse you can think of.
Remember, we are only the Edrtors - YOU
write this “zinel

CONTRIBUTION POLICY: Contributors of
tems which genarate 3-4 column inches of
text (3.75-inch width and 10-point type) in
one issue will receive that issue free;
subscribers will extended one Issuse.

THE FILAKING TIME S Editorial Policy
Deborah Leonard, Consounng Farfor

CLASSIFIEDS/ADYERTISING:

BATES: $7 for 12 1ssues via Ist class mail
Single or sample copies and back issues
are available for $0.50 plus t-ouncs pos-
tage each. Send cash, check or money
order payabls ta: Rick Weiss, 13261 Done-
gal Drive, Garden Grove, CA 82644-2304
We will also trade for other filkzines.

DISCLAIMER: Ths opmions expressed
herein are those of the wriers and are
not necessarily those of the editors.
Different viewpoints and responses on
1ssues of interest are weicome.

EVENI_LISTINGS: We will publish infor-
mation about upcoming filk events and
conventions which feature filkk artists or
filk programming.

SUIBMISSIONS: Send your submissions to
the above address in hardcopy OR 357
diskettes (Atari ST or IBM 720k format)
with ASCIHl files OR upload ASCI! files to
the DAG Electronic BBS (213/546-1881 at
800/2400 baud) via the Z: Upload to
Sysop command. Direct modem transfer
is possible by arrangement - call first.

Classt
fieds will be published on a space avail-
able basis. Free classfieds up to 4 lines
for subscribers; additional ines and non-
subscribers: $0.25 per line. Other advertis-
ing--call or write us and we’ll negotiate

TRIVIA: This "zine was produced on an
Atar 520ST upgraded to ! MB using Time-
works Ward Writer_ST and The Time-
works Desktop Publisher and printed on a
Citizen MSP-10 8-pin dot matrix printer.

Consonance 1990, March 2-4,
1990. Bob Laurent, Chair, Wail
Songs, P.O. Box 29888, Oakland,
CA 94604. Membership: $25 through
2/2/90; higher iater. GOH’s. Barry &
Sally Childs-Helfton. Toastmaster:
Chris Weber. Hotel: San Jose Radls-
son Hotel 1471 N. 4th St San Jose,
CA 95112, 408/298-0100. Room
rates: $52 Sgli/Dbi, $62 Trip/Quad.
Call or write the hotel for ressrva-
tions.

Random Realities, The Conven-
tion, aka. Randomcon I, April 13-
15, 1990. Kelth Williams, Chailr. P.O.
Box 2690, Bsell Gardens, CA 90201,
213/927-3200 (phone 6-10 PM only).
GoH’s: Frederick Pohi, BIill Conlin.
Membership: $30 thru 4/1/30, higher
at the door. Hotel: The Hacienda
Hotel, 525 N. Sepulveda Bivd., El
Segundo, CA, 800/262-1314 (from
CA), 800/421-5900 (from outside
CA). Rates: $49 Sgl/Dbl. Free Park-
ing. Random Realities ran the LA
bid for Wcon 40, and has/had local
filkers Paul Willett, Eric Gerds, Chris
Weber and more on the committes.

MisCon 5, May 11-13, 1990, P.O.
Box 9363, Missoula, MT 59807.
GoH’s: Author, Elizabeth Scar-
borough; Artist. Phil Foglio; Fan,
*Dr. Jane” Robinson;, Gaming,
Steve Jackson. Membership: $16 to
4/15/90, then $20 at the door. Hotel:
Executive Motor Inn, 201 E. Main St.
406/543-7221. We hear that the Mis-
con crowd Is getfting into some
good fliiking.

ConCerto, the East Coast Fllkcon,
June 8-10, 1980. ¢/o Carol Kabak-
jlan, 17 Lewis Ave. #3, East Lans-
downe, PA 19050-2614. GoH: Kathy
Mar & Linda Meinick. TM: Spencsr
Love. Memberships: (payable to
Carol Kabakjian) $25 to 5/15/90,
then $30 at the door. Supporting:
$10. Hotel: Hollday Inn, Rte. 70 at
Sayre Ave., Cherry Hill, N.J. 08034
Phone: 609/663-5300. Rates: $60
queen, $65 dbl/dbl, $70 king.

Westercon 43, July 5-8, 1990. P.O.
Box 5794, Portltand, OR 97228; 503/
283-0802. Attending membership: ?
Supporting: $15.
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What You Should
Know About
Copyright

by Cynthia McQuillin

Ms McQuillin is the owner of Unlikely
Publications

What is Copyright?

According to the US. Copyright
Office, “copyright” means just what
it says - literally, the right to copy.
The term has come to mean the
exclusive right to make and publish
coples of the copyrighted work, to
make versions of the work. and -
with certain limitations - to make
recordings of the work and to per-
form it in public.

Ownership of Copyright
Copyright ownership comss into
being without any formaiity, regis-
tration or notice from the moment
that a tangible form of the song,
story, or art work exists. Except for
the two specific exceptions defined
in the Copyright law (works by cer-
tain Fedsral employees in the course
of thelr regular dutiss and Works for
Hire), ownership rests automatically
with the creator of the work. In the
case of collaboration, each partner
in the creation of the work is con-
sidered an equal owner regardless
of the extent of participation, and so
may give permission for the use of
the work without consuiting the other
partners; however, the consenting
partner [s responsible for appro-
priate distribution of royaities to the
other partner(s).

Works for Hire

A work may be considered “for
hire” when the creator is an
employee who creates It within the
scope of his/er job description.
This Is determined not only by a
state of pald employment, but by the
extent of supervision and control the
employer exerclses during creation
of the work. (For example, simply
suggesting that a song be written
about a speclific subject does not
qualify the resulting song as a Work
for Hire.)

The Filking Times
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The Filking 77més
Filker Survey Results

“'ve counted the Filkers, Sir, and there’'s one for each key.”
by Rick Weiss

The Survey Questionnalres were
distributed at ConChord and OVFF
last October, and they have been
received, Inputted, tabulated etc,
elc. To all of you who completed
and returned a survey, thank you for
revealing yourself to us In this fash-
ion. This may be repeated at some
lime In the future, after | figure out

how to gst my database to automati-
cally sum the 1lotals for each
response.

San Diego - Navy
Filk May Be
Postponed

by Mike Liebmann and Rick Weiss

The fate of the filk concert and sing
planned for January 13 on board the
USS Dixon In San Diego harbor Is
unknown at this time. As of Janu-
ary 5, the Nawy has not conflrmed
the event. A firm schedule is still
being sought and H may stil take
place as planned, but Mike Lieb-
mann hasnt heard yet. Call him at
818/362-1322 for updates.

if it doesn’t come off this month, they
will keep trying. The Navy s very
interested, but has to determine
when it will be held.

A work may also be consldersd *“for
hire” when It Is commissioned.
However, very specific requirements
must be met this to be the case.
First, the work must be specially
ordered or commissionesd. Second,
there must bes a written agreement
signed by both partles stating that
the creation Is, indeed, a Work for
Hire. Third, only certain works
qualify, such as contributions to a
collective work (periodical, anthol-
ogy, encyclopedia, etc.).

See Copyright on Page 7.

A total of 70 Surveys were frecelved,
46 from ConChord and 24 from
OVFF. The responses to each
question are tabulated below. Totals
may not add up to 70 because of
partial or multiple responses. By a
lucky coincidence, there are almost
exactly twice as many ConChord
replles as OVFF replies, so it Is easy
to tell where the responses are
simillar or dHferent (multiply the
OVFF column by 2, dummy!).

It Is possible to do further analysis of
the results, e.g. determine how the
people who have attended 3 Con-
Chords and play guitar answered
question 13. As the number of such
possible combinations Is in the thou-
sands (at least), your input |is
requested for any sub-groupings
that would be of interest. The resuits
of any requests will be pubtished In
future issues of 77 fiking THres.

Survey Results start on Page 8.

ERRATA

From Issue #11

¢ The listing of Pegasus Award
winners erroneously noted a tle
in the Best Filk Song category.
Dawsons Chrrstan by Duane
Eims was the sole winner. Tera
Mitchel, who supplisd this infor-
mation, wishes to express her
apologles for this error.

¢ In his reply to the sult filed by
Andrea Mitchell, Jordin Kare
alleged that the Off Centaur
partnershlp was ended at the
ime of the purported sale of
Teri Lee's share to Ms. Mitchell,
not at the departure of Cathy
Cook, as reported.

¢ Mr. Kare has flled a Cross
Compilaint, not a Counter Com-
plaint as was stated.




Issue 12

Feuding

Why it exists, and thoughts on
minimizing its il effects
by John David Galt

It seems o be a law of human
interaction that any activity that In-
volves as many peopis as filk will
sooner or later produce disagree-
ments. | will not state my position on
any of them hers, but I'd llke to
share my experience In another
hobby of simiiar size and dynamics:
the play-by-mail Diplomacy hobby.

PBM Diplomacy, like filk, is pretty
much entirely an amateur hobby.
Anyone who wants to set him/herself
up as a Gamemaster can publish a
zine and run games. The hobby has
one or two conventions of Its own
sach year, plus tournaments in some
other gaming cons. Besides that, the
hobby's only “'organizations” are the
Variant Banks, which keep archives
of variant versions of the game. and
the Boardman and Milier Number
Custodians, who issue numbers for
most postal games and coliect sta-
tistics on the games so that players
can be rated. Parliclpation in any of
these is voluntary, and some people
choose not to do so.

Like filkdom, the Diplomacy hobby
has Its feuds. For example, a player
may disagree with a GM's Interpre-
fation of the rules; or a player may
submit phony orders for another
player (about the only form of
deception that is even frowned upon
in this game);, and so forth. There
are even two people each claiming
to be #7¢ Milier Number Custodian
right now, this creates some con-
fuslon, but since both publish their
data, it is stiil possibie to come up
with good statistics.

Some publishers falk about these
feuds all the time. Others (Including
myself) never mention them in our
zines. The subscribers and players
“vots with their feet,” so that those
who don’t want to be bothered by
feuding don’t have to be. Only the
feuders themselves get worked up
about it.

The Fitking Times

“Quoth the FilkLord..

Page 4

by Quentin Long
An eccentric column from an off-centered fitker

So there’s some murmuring In con-
nection with how neo-filkers get
Introduced to our hobby - fine. |
think it's good to consider this sub-
Ject from time o ime; without perio-
dic infusions of new blood, filking
won’t endure for too long, right? So
yes, we shouid try to bring in new
kids whenever possible. But shouid
we nol try to improve the generic
skill level found in Filkdom, too? If
these new kids prolong Fiiking’s
existence while Flikish skillvexpertise
drops to sickening new lows, one
might Inquire whether this price is
tfoo high! The question Is worth
pondering. the more so since neo-
filkers fend fo be more-or-iess defi-
clent in skill...

Still, everybody used to suffer from
novicehood; considering how ##®
turned out, | suspect there is still
hope even for the current crop of
neos. They'll need experience, which

The lesson | draw is this. Feuds will
always exist, but the way we do
things will affect whether they are a
major disruption, or can be easily
ignored. i the latter is preferable,
and | think most of us would agree
that it is, then filkdom shouid stay
unorganized, or at least very decen-
tralized. My reasoning Is this. if a
hobby of this type is organized as
one club, and a feud occurs, one
faction will probably take control of
the club and use i o exclude the
other faction. Make the same hobby
as decentrailized as Diplomacy Is,
and this becomes Impossibie with-
out the coopsration of all or nearly
all publishers, which just about im-
plies unanimity (of the entire hobby).
On the other hand, the benefits that
an organlization provides (for exam-
ple, efficient networking) are really
not much impacted if there are
several organizations instead of one.

| welcome any comments on this
subject.
1or fils adoress. -- £3)

(Ses l1e Filkers Diréclosy

filkcons or house fllks will provide.
of course; {oo, they'll nesd lessons
in their chosen instrument(s). be they
voice box or git-box. Before you
begin to throw eggs, | should men-
tion | see no need to burden neos
with some specific style of instruc-
tion - the time-honored notion of
tutoring? Fine by me. Correspon-
dence courses? No problem. Just
simply singing (or strumming. or..)
until sverything sounds good? Yep,
even this kind of “on the job” schilick
Is OK in my book. I'm concerned
with the end result, ie. how good
Joe Neo will become. not with the
method by which Joe will get there.

Editor’s afterword Quentin added a
note teling me that this column, like
the one in Issue #9 (which supposadly
scanned before I did some editing to
make it fit the available space). was
“booby trapped” He says this month’s
column 1s “what they call a ‘lipogram’.”
I don’t know what he's talking about
Can anyone out there identify this
thing?

Firebird Moves

Continued from Page 1.

warehouse and studio space for
Firebird have already been lined up.
Only the unpacking still continues.
Postcards with thelir COA will be sent
out to thelr mailing list this week.

When asked why the Winter 1990
catalog (ours arrived on Decem-
ber 26) didnt mention their Im-
minent move, Teri explained that the
catalogs were mailed In early to
mid-November, and were dslayed In
transit. Because their database Is
sorted by Zp code, fow numbers
(000 - the East Coast) wers malled
first and high numbers (9X0X -
California) went out last. Callfornia
has lost two bulk mail processing
centers in the last two years - one to
fire In 1988 and a second to the
earthquake last October. She regrets
having missed the Christmas buylng
season because of this.
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Official Press Release

The Filking Times

ConCerto Gets New Guests of Honor

by Rich Kabakjlan

East Lansdowne, PA - 1/10/90.

Effective January 5th, 1990, Julla
Eckiar officlally withdrew as guest of
honor at ConCerto, citing a pre-
viously unrealized conflict with
another commitment ConCerto’s
new Guests of Honor will be Kathy
Mar and Linda Melnick. This pro-
mises to be an Interesting comblina-
tion; since Linda sings a lot of Kathy
Mar’'s material, Kathy s looking for-
ward to doing harmony to Linda's
leads. it is probable that the other
members of Linda's new group will
also be performing. According to
Linda, it is uniikely that Sheila Willis
can attend, so a Technical Difficul-
ties reunion at ConCerto seems
unlikely. However, we are informed
that Linda's current trio has most of
the Technical Difficulties repsrtoire
practiced to perfection.

To the Editor:

by Kay Shapero

| got the Fitkking Times (oo late to
vote in the OVFF contest, but since
I've only heard a few of the
nominees, this doesn't mean much!)
Anyway. here’s a letter {o the edltor.

First, | would like to catch..er thank
whoever nominated my song for the
Kazoo in the Plain Brown Wrapper
(and also thank all those who did
NOT vote for me, heh, heh) and
point out thal the name of the song
In question is “FURRY’, not “Fuz-
zies”. Ohlo well, typoes will happen!
Second, where can | find a copy of
the winner?

The ftrouble with using the term
“Christian” as a pejorative is that
you also insult the god named In i
Not as much as religious confidence
tricksters of the Jim Bakker variely
do, to be sure, but it's kind of hard
not to feel a little uneasy when

Both Linda and Kathy were deiighted
and honored to be Invited. Kathy
Mar was particularly tickied, since
we happened to contact her on her
birthdayt This might mark the first
time a filk convention has featured
two guests of honor, one from each
coast.

The Joey Shoji Fund is being dis-
continued; all current contributions
wiil be returned. We spoke with Joey
Shoji after learning that Julla would
be unavailable, and, as we some-
what expected, he expressed his
regrets that he would not be inter-
ested Iin attending. He really wanted
to ses her.. well, there’s always
Consonance.

Other than the above, ConCerto is
unchanged. Wail Songs Is stili
recording the concerls, etc., and a
number of recognizabie names have
already registered. Things are look-
ing good for the East Coast's first
dedicated filkk convention.

See the Conventions column on
Page 2 for registration and other
detalls.

somebody Insults your god, even
inadvertently! Related to this, we may
all be being a little TOO tolerant In
some respects; when Ieaving the
room because you have been made
uncomfortable for any reason, it
should be allowabls to tell people
WHY you are |saving once you can
do so without unduly interrupting a
performance. Personally, I'm going
to write a few Christian filksongs of
the love thy neighbor variety so | wili
have something to follow things like
“Last Night, | Slept with Jaysus...”

Just wanted to point out that I
anyone gets upset about having his
god Insulted this does not mean that
he must be an evil religious bigot.

Page &

New Filk Tape
Released

Space Opera House has released
Paradox, a new tape from Barry and
Sally Chllds-Helton. This Is the
second tape from the Childs-MHel-
ton’s, following thelr 1987 release
Escape From Munadansa Among the
musiclans joining them for back-up
are Michasel Kube-McDowsll, Eric
Rensberger, Gwen Zak, Marcus
Maddux and many more. Aaradoi
Is avallable for $10 plus $1 S&H
from Space Opera House. See the
Resources column on Page 6 for
address.

Quick News

0> Nz Ae/e O Na Aoy Debra San-
ders’ Hawalian filk newslefter will
become a bl-monthly ‘zine starting
with the Jan/Feb ‘90 Issue. It had
previously been published monthly.

o Tera Mitchel will be departing the
LA Area and moving nonhwards to
the SF Bay Area at the end of
February. After March 1, contact her
through DAG Productions or The
Filking Times (at isast until she
seflles in and can gs! her own P.O.
Box).

> OVFF 6 will be held on October
26-28, 1990. Technical Difficulties
will be the GoH. A hotel has not
been selecled as yet. Emily Vazquez
Is the Chalr, with vVan Slegling as
Guest Liaison.

o Carl Hytin is moving to Kentucky
to follow his favorite Professor, fin-
Ish Grad school and gel his degree
(M.S. or Ph.D.?). He hopes to return
{o Callfornia after he graduates.

0> Cynthia McQulllin and Dr. Jane
Robinson have received thelr first
check from BMI for radlo airplay of
their songs.
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First Anniversary

Continued from Page 1.

llkes It - that's OK, | am not Moses
and | have not visited M. Sinai - but
it certainly has been widsly accepted
and commented on. W we are
unable to do anything else in fliikdom
worth remembering, | think that this
is a sufficlent contribution.

The subscriber base of 757 has
grown over the past year. Last May,
when | started kesping records of
such things, there were 46 pald
subscribers. That has Increased to
the current 67 pald subscribers.
Thirty-six people have recelved In-
troductory Issues by attending a
LAFA filk - three of them have stayed
and become paid subscribers.
Each Issue has had flve or six free
contributor’s coples, and the total
coples malled have been between
66 and 77 coples per issue.

I'd like to thank all the subscribers
and contributors who have made
e Fiknrg 7Times such a success,
especlally the filk publishers and
dealers who have supported me with
paid subscriptions; Wail Songs, Un-
likely Publications, Thor Records
and DAG Productions and Dsbra
Sanders. the editor of A Alele O NVa
MHoku | would also express my
appreciation to the other filk ‘zines
with whom | trade Issuses, Ae/prigs
and Ay Pk Ariash. The Infor-
mation exchange across the country
has been invigorating.

Remember, though, the continued
success of 757 Is in your hands. |
refuse to write the whole thing
myself, and In fact I'd rather not have
to write at all. i you don't continue
to write and submit articles, 7-7 will
wither and dle. Right now, the
backlog Is the lowsst It's been since
last August or so - one arlicie from
the Awm-Free-Nom-£Ee-Nor that I've
wanted to reprint. So all you loyal
readers, get out your keyboards
(that's on your word processor, not
synthesizer!) and wrlite! If you can't
think of a topic, fry ons of these:

w Are filk casssttes hsiping or
hurting live convention filkking?

The Filking Times

Decoding Your
Mailing Label

Your subscription status is shown on
the line above your name. The first
“word"” Indicates the type of malling
recefved:

Infro - free Introductory issues are
sent to newcomsrs who attend a
LAFA filksing.

Reg - a regular, pald subscriber.

Comp - complimentary Issues given
out on Editorial whim.

Trade - In trade for another fllkzine.
Contrib - free contributor’s copy.

Survey - bonus Issue to Reg sub-
scribers who returned a Survey form
from ConChord or OVFF.

Following this Is the Issus number
that your subscription explres at.
Compare this with the current Issue
number (#12 for this issus) fo see
how many months are left on your
subscription.

w Is filkking attracting and keeping
new fiikers?

w Are filk circles at major Cons
gefting too big? What can (or
should) be done about it?

w What happsened to Filk Song-
book publishing?

v Are Filk Conventions getting too
commerclal - so that they exist
only to push the sponsor's
recording artists and to produce
new Con tapes?

v Does Fliksinging get the respect

(and hotel facilities) it deserves
from ConComs?

wr Is It time for a national Filker’s
organization of some sort? What
should it do?

w What was the best filksing you
ever attended? Why?

o What was the worst filk you ever
attended? Why?

v+ Can the continued existence of
Quentin Long be tolerated?

H you dont have anything to say

Page 6

Filk Sources And
Resources

DAG_Productiops. 1810 14th Street
#102, Santa Monica, California
90404. Telephone: 213/546-4935 or
213/546-1861 (BBS). Eric Gerds,
owner, producer and publisher.
Write or call for FREE CATALOG
and UPDATE FLYERS.

DAG BBS (Electronic_Bulletin Board
System), 213/546-1861 at 300/2400
BAUD. 24 hours/day, Tuesday
through Sunday. Fllk, costuming,
SCA, gaming, books/media, general
fannish interest.

Firebird Arts & Muslc. Inc.. P.O. Box
14785, Porlland. Oregon 97214-
9998. Telsphone: 800/752-0494.
Andrea Mitchell, proprietor; Teri Les.
executive producer. Write for FREE
CATALOG.

Pegasus___ Publishing. P.O. Box
150471, Arlington, Texas 76015-
6471. Write for further information.

Quicksllver__Faniasies, P.O. Box
1660, Post Falls, Idaho 83854 Write
for FREE CATALOG.

Thor_ Records. P.O. Box 40312,
Downey, Californla 90241. Tele-
phone; 213/862-1722. Chrys Thor-
sen and Ralph Mason, music pro-
ducers. Write for Information and
flysr.

Unlikely_Publications. 1741 Eighth
Street, Berkelsy, Callfornia 94710,
415/525-5534. Cynthla McQulliin,
proprietor, producer and publisher
of Folk and speclalty tapes and
songbooks.

Wall_Songs. P.O. Box 29838. Oak-
land, California 94604. Telephone;
415/763-6415. Bob Laurent, proprie-
tor. producer, and publisher. Write
for FREE CATALOG.

about any of these questions, | don’t
know why you're reading this ‘zine.
7he Fiiking Timés has a purpose In
life - to help filkers communicate
and improve filking - but it needs
your continued input and support!
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Copyright Information

Continued from Page 3.

How Can Rights Be Transferred?
There are only two conditions under
which copyright can be reassigned:
through written and signed confract
or agreement, and through process
of law, such as inhetiting copyrights
from a relative’s estate. it is a good
idea to register alil transfers with the
Copyright Office, so that the assig-
nee Is protected. In the case of
coilaboration, one partner cannot
reassign the right to the work as a
whole without the permission of the
other partner(s).

Reglstering Your Work

it Is important that the correct form
(or NOW a photocopy!) be sent to
the Copyright Office In order to
protect your work Form “PA"
should be used for registering a
song. elther as shest music and
yrics or as the underlying work
(words and music} In a sound
recording. The first published ver-
sion of the work should be regis-
tered;  the work has not been
published at the time of registration,
the creator may choose the medium
is which he/she chooses to submit
the work.

Form “SR” is for the protection of
the particular version or arrange-
ment of the song on the sound
recording itself, and neither protscts
nor implies ownership of the under-
lying work (music and lyrics) except
where the owner of the song
copyright Is also the owner of the
song recording rights (In some
cases, the producer or arranger).

A work can be regisiered any time
after its creation, and failure to
reglster does not negate or
endanger your copyright. However,
one cannot take legal action against
infringement untll a work has regls-
tered; and, except where registration
has occurred within three months of
publication, one cannot collect
damages (money) for Infringement
occurring before registration.

Copyright Notices

A Copyright notice Informs the pub-
lic that rights to a work are reserved.
There are two acceptable versions

of such a notice. ¢ Iis the more
common, although the word
“Copyright” or its abbreviation,

“Copr.”, may be used instead. On a
published work, the notice must also
contain the year of first publication
(NOT year of creation or regist-
ration') and the name of the
copyright owner. (Example: c¢
1987 John Q. Fliker.) This notice is
used on visually perceptible media
such as books, art work or sheet
music.

The ¢ does not need to appear
on a sound recording in order to
protect the underlying music and
lyrics; but it is a good idea to have a
proper notice, or the phrase “All
Rights Reserved” (Implyling “by the
author”), pressent on the sound
recording to protect your rights and
help avold accidental infringemsnt.

For sound recordings registered on
Form “SR”, the correct notice |s
P , for which there is no acceptable
alternative.  Usually, the pubiisher
holds the rights to the version or
arrangement on a sound recording;
but it is not uncommon for the
producers, arrangers or performers
(those who have creatlve input Into
the execution and performance of
the work) to hold such rights.
(Example: P 1987 Melody Music,
Inc.)

Incorrect or Omitted Copyright
Notice

if the copyright notice is incorrect or
has been omitted, a work may reven
to the public domain and all rights
be lost. You must make a reason-
able effort o have the error correc-
ted or the missing notice Installed on
the copies in print, and make certaln
that proper notices appear on sub-
sequent runs within five years of
first publication of the error or
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Filkzines Around
The Country

APA-Fllk. Collated and published
quarterly by John Boardman. 234 E.
19th Street, Brooklyn, NY 11226-
5302; 718/693-1579. Current copy
count unknown. John will mimeo
your ‘zine for you if you send a him
a cut stencll.

Harpings: Published by the Fiik
Foundation, edited by Margarst Mid-
diston. 34 Barbara Drivs, Littls Rock,
Arkansas 72204; 501/666-8466;
Compuserve 71525,1372.

LOOSE NOTES: A Zine for Filky-
Minded Fans. Published and edited
by Susan Landerman, 3327 West
Luke Avenue, Phoenix, Arizona
85017.

Na Meie O _Na Hoku--Song_of the
Stars: Published and edited by
Debra F. Sanders, 1415 Victorla
Street #206, Honolulu, Hawaii
96822.

Philk-Fee-Non-Ee-Nop:  Published
by Phiik Press. Paul Willett. editor.
P.O. Box 4128, Panorama City, CA
91412, 818/893-7397.

Philly_Philk_Phlash: Published and
edited by Carol Kabakjian, 17 Lewis
Avenue #3, East Lansdowne, Penn-
sylvania 19050-2614.

Xenoflikia: Published and edited by
Les Gold, 3965 Alla Road. Los
Angeles, CA 90066, 213/306-7456.

omission, or your work will fall into
public domain. This Is true for
both ¢ and P notices, and
applies to dates and names as well.
it is Important for the holder of either
kind of copyright to check notices
carefully on all published versions of
the work, and to take corrective
action immediately if necessary.
Continued next month.
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Results of 74e Friking 7/mes Survey

Results format: Filked at St back and listen
0 e L =l 8....... 10 ) IR0 PV SRR, . o T 9
N. Question? 1.0 s = i 4....10...14 IR L - 03
Con S L W 2 Rend.. nmi5 TR S o 3 MEeEr: .9
Answer. OVFF ChordTotal T 11 e 7n . 2B F R A 29
1. How many years have you been L e . o Six....... BaaL 3 11 Sian w1 et Ml 1S s 23........ 38
filking? :+ .............................. g ......... :25 ........ 1;1 7. Do you play an Instrument?
WX 2. o bBee Ng BIED i D S S i 17 35 &9
2 e PR 0. 2 5. in the past year, have you NO oo, Z) T M. 18
R LTI L - 2. . 304 5 attended convention(s): If yes, what Kind?
2 L H— 9...16......25 LoGANY ..o 0 . 34 54
R (S TN | 6.....10.......16 paystilngpapare=10::e.29. 535
10t 1 ol 3,025 (updejgipl o) 12-string guttar .....3........5.......8
""" Reglonally...........17......25.......42 autoharp ................0..... 2.2
2. How many filksongs (words or (150-500 miles) celtic harp .............. M. % ol 3
music) have you written? Nationally .............. 13......26.......39 banjo ..o 0. 1 0
(1) O B B I 9=k 2w 21 (over 500 miies) pPlano ... 6. e 17
Py By 8 Matllaing doyou @awby  eGeITT
frequency 1=Seldom,
F0-20..crecreene T L 2 5-Frequently) other percussion .2 .....4..... 6
204 e L 12....... 17 SPOONS ..o 0. T 1
Sing a solo performance other.. ... 8. 15....... 23
3. How many times have you if See ko 8....19....27
attended a Filk Convention? o™l .2 AR [ S| g Other instruments listed were the lap
Bayfilk 3. T, e 4. 5 dulcimer (5), recorder (2), whistle,
0 oo 12.....14......26 Z SO ST ST 4 clarinet (2). woodwinds, kalimba,
... AL bipwlew. 6.....11 e .. 6...14...20 organ, synthesizer, piccolo, flute (2),
. am B 2 14 o 3 4 Sing back-up in a duet or group kazoo (2), psaltery, omnichord,
3 PO T )2, = o Bovrreenn. 9 ST I — 8 o4 _ 3p mandolin, bamboo flute, dobro gui-
A ... mbe Qrsr. Ghns - 9 Qo mlLn 8 6...14 tar, cello, frefted bass, keyboards,
OVFF K T 0...c.... 6....... g Misc. brass, capo, and “sort of
0 oeeeeeeeeesser e 0....27.......30 y 1.5 SOVral things”.
1 T, . ok 5. 9 5 om T T = il . e e 4 8. Rate these f"ksmg SMBS
PR 3o P s 5 Accompany other on the guitar (1=wouldn't stay long, 5=the only
3 3o o 6 (not singing) way to go)
A, e 100, i o 12 o T R 9. 26........ 35 Bardic Circle
ConChord 2o e T 45 ok 5 TR m o 7o 15 mat 8
OFS.... WAoo NN 17 e L 18 CC R 5RO S 25 5.0 e 7 21 % el G M 5l 10
Rttt oo o 1| e 12 g i LT T 1. - 2 M o e 6...... 17, 23
2 s 0. Voo 7 LI T S L 2. Jinn 5 I . 17 20
K R R— il MRS Lead a sing-a-long 5THE. gl 0..... 5n le 8 5
C. 5 RN /. oS- 0..... 4. 14 A I T 14...... 24 . 38 Performer's circle
4 How many SF Comnuons have 2 ereeereinrerreeaeenaen D R - T 7 (a_k_a "Mldmsr’)
you attended In the last year? At B s 0..ooveee 6o 6 il e 0. 2. k= 2
how many of them have you L T 2 3. 5 o e N RO T e 6
filked? S 0.ceeee T 1 w e 2o 18....... 20
Aftended Join in the chorus or sing-a-longs A coeme S 8.... ... 19
il PP=Wegn: 0. 3. 3 WO e 2. PRl 4 B eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee il 5...16
R =it I 1o BT e e AR Leader & Chorus
2 e rasenns 2  JO— 8 B s Ao 9.....13 (aka. “Eastern”)
A 19,10 e 7o 916 LSS = T 4...19..23
R 4....5...10 S it 9......23.......32 2genn o #en w. Som s T . [
B o eeneaneens 4. 9....13 e I 9...18
RO Mo, 8..19 Ao — 3 4
S e 2. 2. 4
Oofther ... 6. 10........ 16
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Other styles rated were 11. Which of these filkbooks do you $20-40.........c....... 10....... 13....... 23
(0 rating lines deleted) own personally? $40-60........ccocvueen. 3o  J— 6
Chaos Westerfllk 1 ........... 1. 39.....50 $60+ e K JR 8.1
B 2...... 0. 2 Woetsrfik Il ............... 8. 39 47 Fllk books/zines
T SO 0........ T 1 NESFA ..o L 28........ 33 $0 . ... L I 20
B e 0..... Lernen 2 NESFAlIL............... 7..... 20........ 27 $1-20...iiens 8. 25....... 33
Modified Bardic Crystal Vislons ....... 0.... 138...... 13 $20-40..........cccenc... 0. 8. 8
o ST 1 0o, 1 B-B-Q'd $40-60.............ccne.. 2. O 2
Ao, [\ o, 1 Songbook............ 4... 17 21 $60+ .. ccrririrrnnninens 3. 8. 11
Room filk PENEN ......cccoonnnnne 1. 23........ 24 Folk tapea/records
< S | J—— ) PO 1 (10 or more Issues) L {URR— 13....16......29

Duane Eims $1-20. e 5...14...19
zﬁodmed s 0 1 1 At The Helm.......2.......10........12 $20-40..........oommneren ; B 4. 5
"""""""""""""""""""""""""" Unicorn Country...1......15......16 $40-60.....cccooerrrrrnn O 11
2am{SS3SIz0 Massteria (any)....3 ... 2832 $60+ .ovrrrrr 0urre 00
4 -------------------------------- 1 --------- 1 ---------- 2 songworm ............. 0 ...... 19 ........ 19 Folk b°°ks
5 ................................ 1 ......... 0 .......... 1 songbook Pusher'o ....... 24 """""" 24 sO 17 19 36
Telepathic On Filkley Moor...0....... 13 13 31:5.0. ...................... o 1 %
YRR 0........ ) J 1 Minus Ten 520_40 """""""""""""" 0. o 2
Rendezvous (ala Noreascon) And Counting..11.......36.......47 $40-600 0. o
e ) [ O 1 Crystal Memories .1 ....... 19........ 20 $60+ 0. 0. 0
. h ks Filker Up (elther)..1......23.......24
3 mowmanyinouseliins 1gs of 16. Do you prefer live or studio fitk
filkparties have you attended or 12. How many other filkbooks or tapes?
hosted in the last year? filkzines do you own? Studio 1 11 12
Attended 0-4 . e 16........ 8. 24 Myoms & o 5 6
| OO 4. 8. 22 5-10 s, [ [ RO 20 Like both21 """" 2 8 """" ;9
S S S T U
B e i T 4, 7 204 s 0. 13...... 13  17. Would you prefer to see more
45 oo, 11011 43 Bo vouave you subscribed to filk tapes or flik songbooks
B0 e of ragularly bought fikdines? Tg:::shed? S
Hosted arpings. 2 g 30 SOMOOKS. B 10,13
0 e 18....... 25....... 43 Ph"ly Philk Phlash .1 ....... 14........ 15 Want tapes with accompanylng
PR — 2...11....13 Xenofilkia............. 1. 1990 songbooks........... 11.....28.......39
e 288 Na Mele 18, Gan you describe yourself?
S el O N O Qo B3 AGE: (181G0). 2245 ... 2986
6-9 ' 1 0 1 The Filking Times..0....... 22........ 22 Sex:
""""""""""""""""""""""""" Kantele....................5 ... 14.....19
LT S e s P e S - S 11....15.....26
"""""""""""""""""""" Foerverenees w12.......28.......35
10. How many people make up a Loose Notes........... 0. 8.......... 8 YOS. """"""" 0 " 5 5
nice-sizad filk? How many are APA-FIIK......ccovrenennene 1o ) JO— 2 s e e
too many? Other ......covevne 0..... 0. 0  Other comments included:
Nice 14. How many filk cassettes do you  15. How much money...?
T o T foodnng O DN spend any money yot
Y J— 4..15....19 o5 soo g rme wloniS20oMIIIKbookmoTeldue
40 ................... 2. 1. -3 e T = ‘o lack of ume man lack o'
: 810 e 5.5 10 ey -
11 2. L P 2 10-20 e, 6o, 5.1 '
1 0. 0 0 2040 oo 4. 10.. .14 O $0-Verylow budget right now.
Too many 404 e 5.t 19... 24  17. Flik tapes or flik songbooks?
20 Qe T k46, ow much money willyounave O 1 tink the current leve s ade-
DY SO ST S T you spetistitiis conventionion i
50 .oz S 5....11.....16 Filk tapes/records 18. Age
0., e B D AW, 17 $0 i 3.0 o Young In body, old in mind,
T0psen e e 3. 9. 12 $1-20. s 4o 12 16 young in spirit.







